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	Record of Decision: Decision to waiver the repayment of a Disabled Facilities Grant.

	The Council, in its role as a local housing authority, is under a statutory duty by virtue of the provisions of the Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act 1996 (the Act) to provide Disabled Facilities Grants (DFGs) for private sector residential adaptations where the appropriate legislative conditions are met.
The maximum amount of grant available for a mandatory DFG is £30,000. The Council has agreed through this policy to provide an additional maximum amount of £10,000 as a discretionary top-up where circumstances are such that the cost of work exceeds £30,000 (either as a result of unforeseen works or the extent of the original work that is recommended to the Council).
Following completion of the grant works, a local land charge is registered on the property for the whole cost of works. The grant conditions that accompany the grant require that an applicant retains an owners interest in the property for up to 10 years. If the applicant sells the property within this period then all or a percentage of the grant must be repaid. 
The grant conditions for which this decision relates are as follows:-

The Council has resolved that it will demand repayment by the applicant of such part of the grant that exceeds £5,000 (but will not demand an amount in excess of £10,000 if –  

(i) the grant recipient disposes (whether by sale, assignment, transfer or otherwise) of the premises in respect of which the grant was given within 10 years of the certified date; and 

(ii)   the Council having considered – 

(a) 
the extent to which the grant recipient would suffer financial hardship were they to be required to repay all or any of the grant; 

(b) 
whether the disposal of the premises is to enable the grant recipient to take up employment or to change the location of their employment; 

(c) 
whether the disposal is made for reasons connected with the physical or mental health or well being of the grant recipient or of a disabled occupant of the premises; and 

(d) 
whether the disposal is made to enable the grant recipient to live with, or near, any person who is disabled or infirm and in need of care which the grant recipient is intending to provide or who is intending to provide care of which the grant recipient is in need by reason of disability or infirmity; 

is satisfied that it is reasonable in all the circumstances to require the repayment. 

The Private Sector Housing team have been contacted by the applicant regarding a grant they had received for work completed in October 2017. Following completion of the works a £28,628 charge had been registered with local land charges.  

The grant conditions that applied in October 2017 would require a maximum of £10,000 to be repaid on sale of the property. 

The grant recipients requested that the council did not seek repayment of the grant due to their exceptional circumstances. Information was provided that demonstrated they were selling the property for reasons connected with the physical and mental health or wellbeing of the household and grant recipient. 
It is therefore recommended that a decision is taken to waiver the repayment of the disabled facilities grant in this specific situation.



	Alternative options considered and rejected:
To enforce the charge and request the repayment of £10,000 on sale of the property. This could cause reputational damage as the decision would create additional distress to the applicant who has already provided information to the council detailing the significant impact that their living and care arrangements are having on their family. To enforce the charge would also affect the sale and purchase of the new property further impacting on the household’s mental health wellbeing. 
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